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I am delighted to 
welcome you all to  
The Du Maurier Fowey 
Literary Festival, a 
wonderful celebration  
of literature, art, music 
and community.

As a charity, we depend on the strength 
and generosity of our community, and 
this year the people and businesses of 
Fowey have been wonderfully supportive 
— through fundraising, sponsorship, 
hands-on help in setting up the festival, and 
sharing their ideas. Please do visit all the 
local shops, pubs, galleries and restaurants, 
there is so much to see here in Fowey.

And of course, our wonderful team of 
volunteers, who in 2025 welcomed visitors 
with positivity, kindness and enthusiasm.  
I know they will do the same again this year 
and I am incredibly proud and grateful to 
them all.

We are equally grateful to our audiences, 
whose enthusiasm, loyalty and ticket 
purchases make the festival possible.  

So, on behalf of the Board of trustees,  
a big thank you to everyone involved in  
any way with the festival, the festival 
exists for and because of you and we are 
eternally grateful.

Enjoy this 2026 programme and we look 
forward to celebrating our 30th year  
with you in 2027. 

Paula Pearson, Festival Chair

There’s a wonderful 
energy that fills Fowey 
during Festival week, 
and 2026 promises not 
to disappoint. We’re 
thrilled to welcome an 
exceptional line-up of 

speakers, including Andrew Lownie, Dr 
Sian Williams, Sarah Vine, Adele Parks, 
Patrick Gale, Harriet Tyce, Mark Kermode, 
Fern Britton, Sir Jeremy Hunt, Liz Fenwick, 
Veronica Henry, Lord Peter Ricketts and 
many more inspiring voices from across 
literature, journalism and the arts. We 
are delighted that Festival Patrons Iain 
Dale and Petroc Trewlany, together with 
Daphne Skinnard, will be expertly guiding 
conversations, bringing insight, warmth 
and lively discussion to the programme.

Our du Maurier events, curated with 
imagination and affection, offer fresh 
ways to explore her life and legacy. 
We’re also proud to champion emerging 
writers, with outstanding debut authors 
featured alongside our flourishing adult 
and children’s writing competitions, which 
continue to grow in creativity and ambition.

With talks, workshops, music, comedy, 
guided walks and the Art Trail, there is so 
much to enjoy. We are also bringing you 
Secret Gardens, which this year will be 
open a little later — May 25th & 26th.

I look forward to making more wonderful 
memories with you all.

Brenda Daly, Festival Director

Welcome

Email: info@foweyfestival.com

FoweyFestivalfoweyliterature fowey_festival 3foweyfestival.com

Find your
happy place

Quality self-catering holiday homes across the UK & Ireland
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Sir Jeremy Hunt 
CAN WE BE GREAT AGAIN?  
WHY A DANGEROUS WORLD  
NEEDS BRITAIN

6pm – 7pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Sir Jeremy Hunt joins 
broadcaster Iain Dale 
for a wide ranging 
conversation about 
his new book Can We 
Be Great Again? Why 
a Dangerous World 
Needs Britain, exploring 

Britain’s place on the global stage at a 
moment of profound geopolitical change. 
Drawing on his experience as former 
Foreign Secretary, Health Secretary 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, Hunt 
reflects on the challenges facing the 
UK in an era shaped by shifting power 
blocs, the rise of new economies and the 
aftershocks of Brexit. Hear from two 
seasoned political observers discussing 
the forces reshaping the world and the 
choices that will define Britain’s future 
role within it. 

The Overtones 
OPENING NIGHT CONCERT

8pm – 10pm, Fowey Parish Church, £26

Join us for the opening night of the 
Festival, where The Overtones will 
provide a non-stop party from start 
to finish, featuring songs from original 
hits such as Gambling Man, through to 
classic songs by artists such as Jackie 
Wilson, Stevie Wonder, Frankie Valli & 
The Four Seasons, Neil Diamond, Marvin 
Gaye, Rihanna and many more. With 
a perfect mix of originality and classic 
nostalgia, their feel-good, showstopping 
performances have made The Overtones 
one of the UK’s most in-demand live acts. 

EVENT SPONSOR
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Meet the Waves 
Edible Seaweed  
Foraging Walk  
12noon – 1.45pm, £22 
Meet: Readymoney Cove Beach

On this wonderful foraging exploration, 
discover the power of seaweeds as: food, 
medicine, climate hero and life-giver. 
Learn the ancient craft of sustainable and 
reciprocal foraging and find out how you 
can take care of the seaweeds that take care 
of us. Rachel Lambert is a highly acclaimed 
wild food guide and award-winning author 
on foraging and cooking. The walk will finish 
at the Royal Fowey Yacht Club.

Dr Sian Williams  
THE POWER OF ANXIETY:  
HOW TO RIDE THE WORRY WAVE

4pm – 5pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Anxiety can hit hard, but what if, instead 
of fighting it, we learned to understand 
it? Psychologist, Dr Sian Williams joins Iain 
Dale to explore a fresh, compassionate 
approach to anxiety. Drawing on her 
new book, The Power of Anxiety: How 
to Ride the Worry Wave and a career 
spanning BBC Breakfast, Channel 5 News 
and Radio 4’s Life Changing, Sian reveals 
how anxious feelings can highlight what 
matters most and even build resilience. 

SATURDAY 2 MAY

4PM FOWEY TOWN HALL

Dr Sian 
Williams 

Mark Kermode  
& Jenny Nelson 
SURROUND SOUND:  
THE STORIES OF MOVIE MUSIC

2pm – 3pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Join film critic Mark Kermode and radio 
producer Jenny Nelson for a lively 
conversation with BBC Radio 3’s Petroc 
Trelawny, about the movie music that 
lingers long after the credits roll. Drawing 
on their new book Surround Sound: The 
Stories of Movie Music, they explore the 
tales behind cinema’s most unforgettable 
scores and why they resonate so deeply. 

Hedgerow and Coastal 
Foraging Walk 
3.30pm – 5.15pm, £22 
Meet: Sea-facing Garden,  
Harbour Fowey Hotel

On this leisurely walk you will be introduced 
to the wonderful world of foraging and how 
to be a wise, successful, and sustainable 
forager. Learn how to use your senses to 
identify wild foods and discover how to 
incorporate wild flavours into your lifestyle. 
Rachel Lambert is a highly acclaimed wild 
food guide and award-winning author on 
foraging and cooking. The walk will finish  
at the Royal Fowey Yacht Club.

Interviewed 
by Iain Dale
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Joanna Cherry KC    
KEEPING THE DREAM ALIVE

6pm – 7pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Joanna Cherry joins Iain Dale for a frank 
insider’s look at one of the most turbulent 
decades in Scottish politics. Drawing on 
her book, Keeping the Dream Alive, she 
reflects on the SNP’s 2015 landslide, the 
pressures that followed, and the internal 
battles and turning points that reshaped 
the party from within. With Iain steering 
the conversation, expect candid insights, 
behind the scenes stories and a clear-
eyed look at the unresolved questions still 
shaping Scotland’s political future.

EVENT SPONSOR

11am – 12noon, Fowey Town Hall £13

Paul de Zulueta and Rupert Tower, 
grandsons of Daphne du Maurier, engage 
in an expansive talk about their forbears. 
Drawing upon Carl Jung’s Concept of 
the No 1 and No 2 Personalities, Paul 
will explore the wider family from a No 
1 personal and outer perspective, while 
Rupert will examine the inner world of No 
2 that evoked Daphne’s deeper, darker 
understanding and interiority as expressed 
through her imaginative writing.

They will share anecdotes, extracts from 
letters, writings and film clips that express 
the rich Du Maurier Family legacy and their 
contributions to society and modern culture.

Virago is publishing Last Night I Dreamt:  
A Personal History of the Du Mauriers by 
Paul de Zulueta.

Menace and Glamour:  
The Cultural Influence  
of the Du Mauriers  
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ORWELL — The Road to 1984 
PERFORMED BY MARK STRATFORD.  
ADAPTED AND DIRECTED BY GUY SMITH

8pm – 10pm, Fowey Town Hall, £14

Actor and writer Mark Stratford brings 
George Orwell’s extraordinary life to the 
stage in his acclaimed one-man show 
ORWELL — The Road to 1984. With clarity, 
intensity and meticulous research, Stratford 
traces the experiences that shaped Orwell’s 
most powerful ideas, from Burma and the 
Spanish Civil War to the creation of Animal 
Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four.

Stratford’s dynamic solo performance captures Orwell’s wit, conviction and 
restless pursuit of truth, offering audiences a gripping portrait of the man 
behind the masterpieces. A compelling evening of storytelling that illuminates 
the journey towards one of the most influential novels of the 20th century.
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All funds raised through Secret Gardens support The du Maurier Festival Society  (Reg. Charity no. 1143916) 
which stages The du Maurier Fowey Literary Festival

FoweyFowey  Fowey 
25-26 MAY 202625-26 MAY 2026

www.foweyfestival.com/secret-gardens

SCAN
HERE
FOR

SCAN
HERE
FOR
tickets & Map

Discover some of the best of Fowey’s private
gardens as they open their gates to the public

for 2 days only.

Refreshments, a book stall, live opera singing,
summer jazz, beautiful gardens & fantastic

views are all on offer.

AN EXPERIENCE NOT TO BE MISSED!

Proud sponsor of
The du Maurier Fowey 
Literary Festival

Tickets £7



foweyfestival.com10 11foweyfestival.com

Harriet Tyce 
WITCH TRIAL

2pm – 3pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Join Harriet Tyce, criminal barrister 
turned Sunday Times bestselling author 
and standout star of BBC’s The Traitors, 
for a gripping conversation about life in 
the courtroom, on reality TV, and inside 
the dark worlds she creates on the page. 
Hear about her new novel, Witch Trial, a 
tense and twisting story sparked by the 
murder of a teenage girl in Edinburgh 
and the arrest of her two closest friends.

Lord Peter Ricketts
PEACE MAKERS — SHAPING THE MODERN 
WORLD: THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE  
FOREIGN OFFICE IN WWII

11am – 12noon, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Lord Peter Ricketts joins Iain Dale to discuss 
Peace Makers — Shaping The Modern 
World: The Men and Women of the Foreign 
Office in WWII, his gripping new account 
of the British diplomats who quietly shaped 
the course of the Second World War and 
the peace that followed. Drawing on his 
unparalleled experience at the heart 
of UK national security, Ricketts brings 
to life the men and women who forged 
alliances, supported resistance movements, 
managed refugee crises and helped 
build the post war international order, 
all while working under bombardment, 
navigating collapsing regimes and showing 
extraordinary resilience. He also explores 
how the war transformed the Foreign 
Office itself, opening doors for pioneering 
women and redefining Britain’s global role. 
Peace Makers brings these stories together 
in a compelling narrative that blends fresh 
research with vivid storytelling. It offers 
a new lens on the war, one that highlights 
diplomacy as a frontline force and reveals 
how its legacy continues to shape our world.

This event is kindly sponsored by:  
Malcolm Wall Media Ltd.

The Strands of Time 
A GUIDED WALK                                

10.30am – 12.30pm, £15 
Meet: Par Beach Car Park, Par, PL24 2AS

Daphne du Maurier wrote two of her later 
novels based solely on the area around Par 
and Tywardreath. Expert guide, Chrissie Le 
Marchant, will lead you on this walk which 
take in both villages and look at them both 
historically and with a view to seeing how 
they were treated in du Maurier’s books. 
Chrissie is a qualified Blue Badge Guide with 
30 years’ experience in guided walks. This 
walk is approx. 2 mile and circular, a little 
steep in places. 20 walkers. Strictly no dogs.

SUNDAY 3 MAY

6PM FOWEY TOWN HALL

Nicholas 
Crane
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Sarah Vine 
HOW NOT TO BE A POLITICAL WIFE

4pm – 5pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Sarah Vine, in conversation with Iain 
Dale, reflects on nearly twenty years 
spent close to the centre of political 
life during a defining period in modern 
Conservatism. How Not to Be a Political 
Wife is an unflinching account of life 
at the heart of politics, and what it's 
like to have politics rip the heart out of 
your life. Hear how those years shaped 
Vine’s professional world as a journalist, 
her private life and the emotional 
cost of being both an observer and a 
participant in frontline politics.

Nicholas Crane   
THE PATH MORE TRAVELLED: THE  
SECRET HISTORY OF BRITAIN’S FOOTPATHS

6pm – 7pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

In conversation with Petroc Trelawny, 
BAFTA-winning series Coast presenter, 
Nicholas Crane takes us on a fascinating 
journey into the hidden history of Britain’s 
footpaths, inspired by his new book The 
Path More Travelled. Uncovering the ancient 
routeways first walked by migrants 12,000 
years ago, the tracks that shaped our 
national parks, and the long distance trails 
forged in the aftermath of two world wars.

Festival Jazz Evening  
8pm – 10pm, Fowey Parish Church, £16

One of Britain’s finest jazz pianists and 
winner of the British Jazz Award for Best 
Jazz Pianist, Craig Milverton, returns to the 
Festival for a standout evening of swing 
and soul. He’s joined by his acclaimed 
daughter Eleisha May on vocals, his son Ben 
Milverton, and top-flight musicians Tom Hill 
and Nick Millward. Together they’ll deliver 
classics including Dream a Little Dream, 
Every Time We Say Goodbye and Cheek to 
Cheek, plus highlights from their celebrated 
Jazz Divas tribute to Peggy Lee, Billie 
Holiday, Sarah Vaughan and Ella Fitzgerald.
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An Ocean Voyage 
BOOKENDED BY CAMINOS!

4pm – 5pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Join us for a fascinating talk ahead of the 
Tall Ship Morgenster’s departure from 
Fowey as past participants and the ship’s 
captain, share the story of reviving one of 
Europe’s most historic pilgrimage routes. 
Discover how modern pilgrims retrace 
the ancient Camino Inglés sea journey, 
walking the Saints’ Way from Padstow 
to Fowey, sailing to A Coruña aboard the 
tall ship, and then walking the Camino 
Ingles to Santiago de Compostela. Hear 
firsthand accounts of life on board, the 
challenges and exhilaration of the voyage, 
and the powerful sense of following 
in centuries old footsteps. Perfect for 
walkers, adventurers and anyone drawn 
to the romance of the open sea. 

Patrick Charnley   
THIS, MY SECOND LIFE

11am – 12noon, Fowey Town Hall, £12

Join Patrick Charnley for a deep-dive 
conversation into This, My Second Life, his 
striking debut novel about resilience, identity 
and rebuilding after profound loss. Set in the 
wild landscapes of Cornwall, the story follows 
a young man piecing his life back together 
after a devastating injury. Charnley, son of 
acclaimed writer Helen Dunmore, began the 
novel while recovering from a cardiac arrest 
that nearly ended his life, giving his work a 
raw emotional honesty. 

Ella Westland 
READING GROUP: HOUSE ON THE STRAND

9.30am – 10.30am, Fowey Parish Hall, £13

Ella Westland, author of Reading Daphne, 
leads an informal reading group discussion 
on du Maurier’s House on the Strand. 
Participants should have read the novel. 
No further preparation is necessary. Just 
bring yourself, your copy of the book, and 
your enthusiasm for Daphne du Maurier! 
Maximum participants 16. 

Meet The Team
FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL EVENT

12.30pm – 1.30pm, Fowey Town Hall,  
By invitation

The Trustees and Festival Director warmly 
invite all Friends of the Festival to join them for 
a lunchtime drink and a Cornish pasty. Your 
support is essential to the festival’s success,  
and this gathering is our way of saying thank you 
and sharing the latest festival news with you.

This exclusive event is free for Festival Friends. 
For full details of our Friends memberships 
benefits, please visit the Festival website.

Daphne du Maurier's Fowey   
A GUIDED WALK

2.30pm – 4.30pm, £15 
Meet: Main Car Park, Hanson Drive,  
Fowey PL23 1ET by information panel.  
Finish Town Quay, Fowey.

This is your opportunity to learn about 
Daphne du Maurier, her life, her novels, 
and Fowey. You will be led by Chrissie Le 
Marchant who has been leading guided 
walks for more than 30 years. Be inspired 
by the landscape and the way it is intricately 
involved in Daphne’s works.

A linear walk of 1.5 miles, mostly downhill. 
Max 20 walkers. Strictly no dogs.

Eva Zu Beck
THE WILDER WAY

2pm – 3pm, Fowey Town Hall, £12

Join adventurer and storyteller Eva Zu Beck 
in conversation about her new book, The 
Wilder Way. Reflecting on the journeys, 
physical and personal, that shaped her 
path, from remote landscapes to moments 
of profound challenge and discovery. Beck 
explores what it means to choose a life of 
freedom, embrace discomfort and carve 
out your own direction in a world that often 
expects the opposite. This event is kindly 
sponsored by Joanne Grogan Travel.
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2PM FOWEY TOWN HALL

Eva  
Zu Beck

To find out more and to purchase, 
please scan the QR code.

Festival Limited  
Edition Tote Bag
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THE DU MAURIER 
FOWEY LITERARY 

FESTIVAL 2026
We look forward to seeing you there 
for talks and book signings with the 

fantastic guest authors.

PROUDLY SUPPORTS
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A Creative Compass 
MAPPING THE INSPIRATIONS  
AND MUSIC OF DAVEY HAL

8pm – 10pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13 

Enjoy an evening of music, storytelling and 
creative discovery with singer songwriter 
and composer Davey Hal. Performing 
songs inspired by literary and artistic 
greats from Daphne du Maurier to Jacques 
Brel, blending place, imagination and 
melody. Davey will share the journeys 
behind his songwriting and why Cornwall 
remains the heart of his creativity, including 
the story of his ‘Helford Honeymoon’ EP, 
inspired by du Maurier and Cornwall’s wild 
beauty. With Q&As throughout, this is an 
intimate, atmospheric event.

Jon Woolcott 
THE TATTOOED HILLS  
JOURNEYS TO CHALK FIGURES

6pm – 7pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

In this evocative illustrated talk, writer Jon 
Woolcott takes us on a journey through 
Britain's chalklands, uncovering the stories, 
symbolism and shifting meanings of the 
mysterious figures carved into the hills. 
Across southern England and beyond, the 
land bears the marks of centuries - white 
horses, giants, ancient crosses, badges and 
even a long-lost panda - cut into the chalk 
and exposed to the sky. Woolcott explores 
what these landscapes tell us about Britain, 
its past, and who we are today.
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Daphne du Maurier's Fowey   
A GUIDED WALK

10.30am – 12.30pm, £15 
Meet: Main Car Park, Hanson Drive,  
Fowey PL23 1ET by information panel.  
Finish Town Quay, Fowey.

Learn about Daphne du Maurier, her life, her 
novels, and Fowey, with Chrissie Le Marchant, 
who has been leading guided walks for more 
than 30 years. Be inspired by the landscape 
and the way it is intricately involved in 
Daphne’s works.

A linear walk of 1.5 miles, mostly downhill. 
Max 20 walkers. Strictly no dogs.

Creative Writing Workshop 
HOW TO WRITE A BESTSELLER 

10am – 12noon, Fowey Parish Hall, £22

In this entertaining two-hour masterclass, 
author Veronica Henry shares the secrets 
of writing a bestseller from the very first 
lightbulb moment to the final flourish. You’ll 
learn how to find and trust your own writing 
voice, the power of a compelling title, and 
the role that discipline plays in turning ideas 
into a finished novel, as well as advice on 
overcoming self-doubt and tackling writer’s 
block. Find the confidence to get the words 
out of your brain and onto the page!

Lizzi Larbalestier 
THE HEALING POWER OF WATER

11am – 12noon, Fowey Town Hall, £12

Transformational coach and founder of 
Going Coastal Blue, environmental advocate 
Lizzi Larbalestier introduces her new book, 
The Healing Power of Water an inspiring 
exploration of how our relationship with 
water can restore balance, resilience and 
wellbeing in our lives. Drawing on her years 
of coaching, ocean‑based practice and 
community work, Lizzi reveals how water 
shapes our emotional landscape, supports 
mental clarity and reconnects us with the 
natural world. 

Ilona Bannister 
FIVE

2pm – 3pm, Fowey Town Hall, £12  

Join Ilona Bannister for a gripping 
conversation about her new novel, FIVE, a 
tense, thought‑provoking story that begins 
with five strangers waiting for the 7:06 to 
London Victoria and ends with one of them 
dead. A child, a mother, a businessman, an 
old woman and a gambler share just five 
minutes on a platform. One won’t survive. 
As Ilona unpacks their lives, FIVE becomes 
a powerful exploration of judgement, 
empathy and the hidden battles people 
carry. Hear Ilona discuss the inspiration 
behind the book, its unique structure and 
the moral questions at its heart.  

Truro Senior School 
Musicians
LUNCHTIME RECITAL

12.15pm – 1pm, Fowey Parish Church 
Free event – Donations to the Festival welcome

Truro School’s talented A-level musicians 
present a short recital. Truro School’s busy 
and active Music Department puts on many 
concerts each year, both at the school and 
around the county. Pupils, who benefit from 
a comprehensive programme of academic 
and extra-curricular music, regularly achieve 
Grade 8s and even diplomas before leaving 
the school and participate in a variety of 
ensembles and choirs. In addition, Truro School 
is home to the junior and senior choristers of the 
renowned Truro Cathedral Choir.

TUESDAY 5 MAY

6PM FOWEY TOWN HALL
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Gifts, cards, homewares & 
lifestyle products; origional, 
bespoke pieces by Cornish

artisans

Full range of 
Daphne Du Maurier books

5 South Street, next to the Church

Fowey . Cornwall



8pm – 10pm, Fowey Parish Church, £16  

Prepare for an evening of pure Cornish comedy 
as Kernow King brings a brilliant double bill 
to the Festival. First up is Greatest Hits, a 
fast-paced collection of his sharpest stories, 
characters and classic Kernow King moments. 
Then comes Bibyn Bubyn, his brand-new show, 
diving into the humour, quirks and charm of the 
ancient Cornish language, complete with a bit 
of audience joining-in. From the star of Bait, 
Aladdin and even Joseph and His Technicolour 
Dreamcoat (Roche School, 1990), expect big 
laughs, spot-on observations and a whole lot of 
Cornwall. A must-see for anyone who loves a 
good laugh and loves Kernow. Festival bar will 
be available throughout the evening. 

Veronica Henry  
& Jennie Godfrey   
YOU ARE ALL INVITED!

6pm – 7pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13  

The Invitation - It’s 1953, rationing is just 
ending, and the Arbutus family are preparing 
to revive a longstanding family tradition: the 
glittering Snow Ball at Foxwood Manor.

The Barbeque at No 9 - It’s 1985, and the 
residents of Delmont Close are preparing 
a neighbourhood barbecue to watch the 
biggest music event in history: Live Aid.

Join Jennie and Veronica as they discuss their 
novels, set thirty years apart, and reveal the 
secrets and lies hidden beneath the surface 
as their characters prepare to celebrate. 

   

Festival Comedy Evening  
with Kernow King

19foweyfestival.com
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Prof Serena Trowbridge   
THE POETRY OF DAPHNE DU MAURIER

4pm – 5pm Fowey Town Hall, £13

A hundred years ago this year, the 
young Daphne du Maurier set out in 
verse what she anticipated to be the 
life of a writer – a life she was about 
to embark on herself, at the age of 
19. This poem was called The Writer, 
and throughout her life, she continued 
to write poems, many remaining 
unpublished. Working with published, 
unpublished and fragmentary poems, 
this lecture explores the significance of 
her poetry and looks at themes shared 
with her fiction.
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Festival Planner 2026

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU NEXT YEAR 
The Festival dates are May 7th-15th 2027

FRI 1 MAY SAT 2 MAY SUN 3 MAY MON 4 MAY TUES 5 MAY WED 6 MAY THURS 7 MAY FRI 8 MAY SAT 9 MAY
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11am-12noon 
Menace and Glamour: 
The Cultural Influence  
of the Du Mauriers 
Fowey Town Hall

12noon-1.45pm 
Meet The Waves  
Edible Seaweed 
Foraging Walk 
Readymoney Cove 
Beach

10.30am-12.30pm 
The Strands of Time, 
Guided Walk 
Par Beach Car Park, 
PL24 2AS

11am-12noon 
Lord Peter Ricketts 
In conversation 
with Iain Dale 
Fowey Town Hall

9.30am-10.30am  
Ella Westland 
Reading Group 
Fowey Parish Hall

11am-12noon 
Patrick Charnley 
Fowey Town Hall

10am-12noon  
Creative Writing 
Workshop with 
Veronica Henry 
Fowey Parish Hall

10.30am-12.30pm 
Du Maurier's Fowey, 
Guided Walk 
Hanson Drive, Main 
Car Park, Fowey, 
PL23 1ET

11am-12noon 
Lizzi Larbalestier 
Fowey Town Hall

9.30am-10.30am 
Prof Serena 
Trowbridge 
Reading Group 
Fowey Parish Hall

11am-12noon 
Patrick Gale 
Fowey Town Hall

10am-12noon 
Writing Workshop 
Fowey Parish Hall

11am-12noon 
Dr Stuart Bradley 
Fowey Parish Church

11am-12noon 
Brigit Strawbridge 
Howard 
Fowey Town Hall

11am-12noon 
Liz Fenwick and 
Emma Lloyd Cowell 
Fowey Town Hall
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2pm-3pm 
Mark Kermode  
& Jenny Nelson  
In conversation  
with Petroc Trelawny 
Fowey Town Hall

3.30pm-5.15pm  
Hedgerow and Coastal 
Foraging Walk 
Sea-facing Garden 
Harbour Fowey Hotel

4pm-5pm 
Dr Sian Williams  
In conversation  
with Iain Dale 
Fowey Town Hall

2pm-3pm   
Harriet Tyce 
Fowey Town Hall

4pm-5pm  
Sarah Vine 
In conversation  
with Iain Dale 
Fowey Town Hall

12.30pm-1.30pm 
Meet the Team 
Fowey Town Hall

2pm-3pm 
Eva Zu Beck 
Fowey Town Hall

2.30pm-4.30pm 
Du Maurier's Fowey, 
Guided Walk 
Hanson Drive, Main 
Car Park, Fowey, 
PL23 1ET

12.15pm-1pm 
Lunchtime Recital 
Truro Senior School 
Musicians 
Fowey Parish Church

2pm-3pm 
Ilona Bannister 
Fowey Town Hall

4pm-5pm 
Prof Serena 
Trowbridge 
Fowey Town Hall

2pm-3pm 
Masterclass  
with Jennie Godfrey  
& Veronica Henry 
Fowey Town Hall

4pm-5pm 
Prof Serena 
Trowbridge 
Fowey Town Hall

2pm-3pm 
Alison Light 
in conversation  
with Dr Ella Westland 
Fowey Town Hall

4pm-5pm 
Adele Parks 
Fowey Town Hall

2pm-3pm 
Lally MacBeth 
Fowey Town Hall

4pm-5pm 
Louise Candlish 
Fowey Town Hall

2pm-3pm 
Eleanor Anstruther  
Fowey Town Hall

4pm-5pm 
Alison Weir 
Fowey Town Hall
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6pm-7pm  
Sir Jeremy Hunt 
In conversation 
with Iain Dale 
Fowey Town Hall

8pm-10pm  
The Overtones 
Fowey Parish 
Church

6pm-7pm 
Joanna Cherry KC 
In conversation  
with Iain Dale 
Fowey Town Hall

8pm-10pm  
ORWELL 
The Road to 1984 
Fowey Town Hall

6pm-7pm  
Nicholas Crane  
In conversation  
with Petroc Trelawny 
Fowey Town Hall

8pm-10pm 
Festival Jazz Evening  
Fowey Parish Church

4pm-5pm 
An Ocean Voyage 
Fowey Town Hall

6pm-7pm 
Jon Woolcott 
Fowey Town Hall

8pm-10pm 
A Creative Compass 
Fowey Town Hall

6pm-7pm 
Veronica Henry  
& Jennie Godfrey 
Fowey Town Hall

8pm-10pm 
Comedy Evening  
with Kernow King 
Fowey Parish Church

6pm-7pm 
Andrew Lownie 
Fowey Town Hall

8pm-9.30pm 
Helen McGinn 
Fowey Town Hall

6pm-7.30pm 
Sense & Musicality 
Harbour Fowey Hotel

8pm-10pm 
Festival Quiz Evening 
Fowey Town Hall

8pm-10pm 
Abba Tribute Night 
Fowey Parish Church

6pm-7pm 
Fern Britton 
Fowey Town Hall

The du Maurier Festival Society is a registered charity, No: 1143916
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Helen McGinn    
FROM PAGE TO POUR

8pm – 9.30pm, Fowey Town Hall, £15

An evening of stories, wine tasting and 
lively conversation

Join award-winning wine expert Helen 
McGinn as she discusses her new 
book The Supermarket Wine Guide, in 
conversation with bestselling novelist 
Veronica Henry. Together, they’ll explore 
Helen’s insider knowledge from her years 
as a supermarket wine buyer, how to spot 
great-value bottles, and why brilliant 
wines can be found everywhere from 
supermarket shelves to your favourite 
fine-wine shops.

Throughout the evening, guests will enjoy 
a guided wine tasting, with Helen sharing 
the stories, flavours and practical tips 
behind each pour. Expect warmth, wit 
and plenty of real-world wine wisdom, the 
perfect blend of books, conversation and 
beautifully chosen bottles.

A deliciously entertaining event for wine 
lovers, readers and anyone who enjoys a 
good glass paired with a great story.

Patrick Gale     
LOVE LANE

11am – 12noon, Fowey Town Hall, £13

We’re delighted to welcome award 
winning novelist Patrick Gale back to the 
Festival to talk about his new novel Love 
Lane, the long awaited sequel to A Place 
Called Winter. In this powerful story, 
Canadian wheat farmer Harry Cane 
returns to an England transformed by two 
world wars and to a family who now know 
him only as a distant myth.

Prof Serena Trowbridge   
Reading Group 
THE RENDEZVOUS AND OTHER STORIES

9.30am – 10.30am, Fowey Parish Hall, £13

We will be looking at the stories in the 
collection, which are dated from before 
The Loving Spirit through to some written 
much later in du Maurier’s life. Taken 
together, they show the development of du 
Maurier’s storytelling technique, interest 
in psychology, and her experimentation 
with characterisation and motivation. 
Participants should have read the novel. No 
further preparation is necessary. Just bring 
yourself, your copy of the book, and your 
enthusiasm for Daphne du Maurier!

Masterclass 
BUILDING A SUCCESSFUL AUTHOR  
BRAND AND WRITING CAREER

2pm – 3pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Jennie recently launched her smash hit debut, 
The List of Suspicious Things, and her second 
novel, The Barbecue at Number 9, looks set 
to follow in its footsteps. Veronica Henry 
has just published her twenty-fifth novel, 
The Invitation, cementing her career as a 
bestselling novelist.

From two different perspectives, learn about 
the all-important strategies behind their 
brand development, and take away insightful 
advice on how to sustain a successful career 
as an author.

Andrew Lownie  
ENTITLED: THE RISE AND FALL  
OF THE HOUSE OF YORK

6pm – 7pm, Fowey Town Hall, £14  

Bestselling biographer Andrew Lownie 
discusses his highly acclaimed book, 
Entitled: The Rise and Fall of the House of 
York, a gripping investigation into one of 
Britain’s most privileged and controversial 
aristocratic families. Entitled, charts the 
Yorks’ extraordinary ascent to power, their 
influence and wealth, and the scandals and 
misjudgements that ultimately led to their 
dramatic decline. Hear the challenges of 
writing about living dynasties, and what the 
Yorks’ story tells us about class, power and 
accountability today.

Prof Serena Trowbridge 
WHY DOES PRE-RAPHAELITISM  
MATTER NOW?

4pm – 5pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Over 150 years ago, a movement began 
that shaped the art and literary world and 
it is as popular as ever today, influencing 
popular culture and contemporary ideas 
as much as painting and poetry. Hear why 
a project begun by revolutionary young 
men still matters today, from a focus on 
the environment and the representation 
of women in the arts, to the need to pay 
close attention to the world around us. 
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Festival Quiz Evening
8pm – 10pm, Fowey Town Hall, £12

Back by popular demand as part of the 
festival programme, our annual quiz 
night! Gather a team of up to 6 (or join 
one on the night) and enjoy an evening 
of lively and varied questions, friendly 
competition and plenty of laughs.

There will be prizes for the winning team, 
glory for the runners-up and a raffle 
with some fantastic goodies up for grabs. 
all hosted by local Fowey quizmaster 
extraordinaire, Richard Pearson.

Dr Stuart Bradley     
JOHN MORTON: ADVERSARY OF RICHARD 
III, POWER BEHIND THE TUDORS

11am – 12noon, Fowey Parish Church 
Free event, donations are welcome.

Historian Dr Stuart Bradley gives an 
illuminating talk about his book, John 
Morton: Adversary of Richard III, Power 
Behind the Tudors. Bradley uncovers the 
extraordinary life of John Morton, a master 
strategist who opposed Richard III, survived 
the Wars of the Roses and became a key 
architect of early Tudor power.

Writing Workshop  
EXPLORE JOURNALLING

10am – 12noon, Fowey Parish Hall, £22

In this gentle, generative workshop, Amy 
Lamorna Ireland will explore journalling 
as a space for renewal: a way to notice, 
to reflect, and to rediscover joy in the 
everyday. Through a series of carefully 
guided writing exercises, participants will 
move between memory, sensory detail, 
and quiet forward-looking intention. This 
is an invitation to write without pressure 
or performance: to follow curiosity and 
to leave with practical prompts you can 
practice in your everyday.

Alison Light  
in Conversation  
with Dr Ella Westland   
FROM MANDERLEY TO MEMOIR  

2pm – 3pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Forty-odd years ago, acclaimed writer 
and historian, Alison Light was one of the 
first scholars to take Daphne du Maurier's 
work seriously. Join her as she discusses 
her writing career and her new memoir, 
Red, Red Robin, with Dr Ella Westland. 
Moving from the imaginative landscapes of 
literature to the lived textures of postwar 
Britain, Light reflects on how childhood 
memories, family stories and everyday 
objects shaped both her life and her work.

Sense & Musicality 
WITH PENELOPE APPLEYARD  
& JONATHAN DELBRIDGE

6pm – 7.30pm, Harbour Fowey Hotel, £16

Experience Jane Austen’s world through the 
music she loved. In Sense & Musicality, soprano 
Penelope Appleyard and square-piano 
specialist Jonathan Delbridge, recreate an 
early 19th-century musical salon, performing 
on a Broadwood square piano like Austen’s 
own. This acclaimed programme blends 
exquisite period music, readings from Austen’s 
letters and novels, and lively narration in 
costume. Audiences are transported into 
Austen’s emotional and musical landscape. 
Sense & Musicality delights fans of music, 
history and literature alike.

Adele Parks 
OUR BEAUTIFUL MESS

4pm – 5pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Bestselling author Adele Parks is in 
conversation about her new domestic 
thriller, Our Beautiful Mess. The novel 
follows Connie, whose carefully planned 
Christmas unravels when her daughter 
brings home a boyfriend who reminds her 
of a secret that once nearly destroyed 
her family. As tensions rise and old fears 
resurface, the festive season spirals 
toward a shocking, high-stakes finale.4PM FOWEY TOWN HALL

Adele 
Parks
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Follow your nose!
37 Fore Street, Fowey

THE ONLY PASTIES MADE AND BAKED IN FOWEY
@QuayBakery      www.quaybakery.co.uk      info@quaybakery.co.uk

01726 833263
Artisan breads, cakes,

pastries, pasties and biscuits.
All made and baked on site.

Fresh every day.

Open Tue -Sat from 0700 
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Lally MacBeth       
THE LOST FOLK

2pm – 3pm, Fowey Town Hall, £12

Join Lally MacBeth for a captivating 
exploration of Britain’s disappearing folk 
traditions as she discusses her new book, 
The Lost Folk. From church corners to pub 
rafters and village streets, she uncovers 
the customs hiding in plain sight and 
the stories they carry. In conversation, 
MacBeth traces the fragile, evershifting 
nature of folk culture, its roots in everyday 
life, its resistance to preservation, and its 
power to evolve.

Brigit Strawbridge Howard   
DANCING WITH BEES

11am – 12noon, Fowey Town Hall, £12

Naturalist and author Brigit Strawbridge 
Howard discusses her much loved book 
Dancing with Bees. With her trademark 
warmth and wonder, Brigit reveals the 
hidden lives of the wild bees living all around 
us, their intelligence, their quirks, and 
the vital role they play in our world. Hear 
about the personal journey that led her 
to reconnect with nature, the surprising 
behaviours witnessed up close, and how 
paying attention to bees can transform 
 the way we see our own place in the  
natural world.  

Louise Candlish  
A NEIGHBOUR'S GUIDE TO MURDER 

4pm – 5pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Join Louise Candlish for a sharp, suspense 
filled conversation about how she turns 
everyday lives into gripping crime fiction. 
She’ll reveal how she uncovers murder in 
unexpected places, builds her trademark 
fastpaced plots, and creates the desperate 
characters who drive her darkest twists. 
The internationally bestselling author of 
Our House, The Only Suspect and 16 other 
novels, Candlish introduces her new book,  
A Neighbour’s Guide to Murder, a fresh 
dose of her signature domestic noir.  

Take A Chance On Us  
THE ULTIMATE ABBA TRIBUTE NIGHT

8pm – 10pm, Fowey Parish Church, £22

Get ready for an 
unforgettable night of 
pure ABBA magic! We 
are thrilled to welcome 
back to the Festival 

Take A Chance On Us. The ultimate ABBA 
tribute experience brings you the hits, 
the moves, and the unforgettable energy 
of one of the greatest pop bands of all 
time. From Dancing Queen to Mamma 
Mia! Sing along to all your favourite ABBA 
classics. Feel free to come dressed in your 
best ABBA-inspired costumes. Whether 
you're channelling Agnetha or Anni-
Frid, or going full disco diva, this is your 
evening to have fun! 

Festival bar will be available before 
the start of the concert and during the 
interval. Doors open 7pm.

F
R

ID
A

Y
 8 M

A
Y

4PM FOWEY TOWN HALL

Louise 
Candish

FRIDAY 8 MAY

C
red

it M
a

tthew
 Sha

w
C

red
it N

eil Sp
ence



foweyfestival.com28 29foweyfestival.com

Fern Britton 
A CORNISH LEGACY

6pm – 7pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

We are delighted 
to welcome back to 
the festival, beloved 
broadcaster and 
bestselling novelist Fern 
Britton, for an uplifting 
conversation about her 
new book, A Cornish 
Legacy. Warm, witty and 
full of heart, her latest 

novel returns to the rugged beauty of Cornwall, 
where family secrets, second chances and the 
pull of home collide. In this special event, hear 
about the inspirations behind the story, the 
characters who refused to let her go, and why 
Cornwall continues to shape her writing. Expect 
charm, insight and plenty of Fern’s trademark 
humour as she brings her fictional world to life.

Alison Weir     
THE BOLEYN SECRET

4pm – 5pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Bestselling historian and novelist Alison 
Weir introduces her forthcoming novel, 
The Boleyn Secret, ahead of its publication 
later in May. The book explores the life of 
Katherine Carey, niece of Anne Boleyn, and 
considers how family ties, court politics and 
hidden histories shaped her world. Alison 
discusses the research and ideas behind the 
novel, the historical debates surrounding 
the Boleyn family, and how she approached 
reimagining Katherine’s story. Early copies 
of The Boleyn Secret will be available 
exclusively at the event.

Liz Fenwick  
and Emma Cowell
IN CONVERSATION

11am – 12noon, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Liz Fenwick and Emma Cowell take to the 
stage to discuss their latest novels. Liz’s 
Flora’s Day follows one transformative 
day in a woman’s life, rich with emotion, 
reflection and the courage to embrace 
change. Emma’s Beneath the Orange 
Blossom is a vivid, uplifting story about 
escape, healing and the hidden histories 
that shape us, set against the glow of 
Mediterranean orange groves.

4PM FOWEY TOWN HALL

Alison  
Weir
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T&Cs: 18+ only. One per visitor to the Tarquin’s Fowey Shop (4 
Fore St, Fowey, PL23 1AQ). Only valid between 1st-9th May 

2026 and while stocks last. 

GET A FREE TARQUIN’S GIN JUTE BAG

BRING THIS VOUCHER 
TO TARQUIN’S FOWEY 

SHOP FOR A FREE JUTE 

Eleanor Anstruther
FALLOUT 

2pm –3pm, Fowey Town Hall, £13

Award-winning author Eleanor Anstruther 
presents Fallout, a vivid coming-of-age novel 
rooted in the Greenham Women’s Peace 
Camp, the groundbreaking women-only 
protest that helped reshape Britain’s political 
landscape. Following teenage runaway 
Bridget as she steps into a world of activism, 
self-expression, and unexpected love. With 
creative energy and her hit Substack The 
Literary Obsessive, she offers an event rich 
in insight, history, and storytelling brilliance.

SATURDAY 9 MAY

Fern 
Britton

6PM FOWEY TOWN HALL
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THE DU MAURIER FOWEY LITERARY FESTIVAL 2026

r

g
A
A e

H

&

Competition for Young 
Writers and Artists
The Competition for Young Writers and Artists, is 
an established annual competition for all children 
and young people living in Cornwall and the Isles 
of Scilly, age 4-16. The theme for 2026 was ‘After 
Midnight'. We invited children and young people, 
to create their own original story, poem, or piece 
of artwork, and enter our competition to become 
The du Maurier Fowey Literary Festival, Young 
Writer or Young Artist of the Year, 2026.

As ever we were inundated with entries from 
children and young people across Cornwall. The 
standard of entry was extremely high, making 
the judges job very difficult! The Trustees of the 
Festival are very grateful to the group of local 
artists, poets, writers and teachers who judged 
each entry with care and consideration. There 
was a tremendous range of stories, poems and 
artwork demonstrating the wonderful and vivid 
imaginations of the children and young people. 

On Saturday, May 9th we will celebrate the work of 
our wonderful budding artists, poets and writers 
and will award the prestigious Young Writer of the 
Year 2026 and Young Artist of the Year 2026.

Our sincere thanks go to our sponsors: 
Waterstones, The Arts Society Mid Cornwall, 
Fowey River Gallery and Atishoo Gallery, for 
providing the prizes, display space and framing 
of artwork. Thanks also go to the Harbour Fowey 
Hotel for hosting the award ceremony.

WITH SPECIAL THANKS  
TO THE CHILDREN’S 
PROGRAMME SPONSORS

AB LET  YOUR IMAGINATION GO WILD

Special Thanks To Our Supporters

FESTIVAL BOOKSHOP SPONSOR

FESTIVAL SPONSORS
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Thank You
The Festival Box Office & the Waterstones 
Festival Book Shop & Festival Café are 
located at the Royal Fowey Yacht Club.

foweyfestival.com32 33foweyfestival.com

The du Maurier Festival Society offers heartfelt thanks to the  
du Maurier family and all sponsors, partners, supporters, 

publishers, Festival volunteers and visitors for their continued 
support. Without that support, the Festival wouldn’t be possible.

FESTIVAL PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS

The Safe Harbour, Haveners, Fowey Town Council,  
Fowey Parish Church & the PCC, The Chichester Partnership,  

The Gallants Sailing Club, St Austell Printers, Malcolm Wall,  
Louisa Albani and Night Bird Press, Love Fowey, Salt Society, Gemma Wildig, 

Kate Longman, Kameleon, Zoe Appleton Design, Wave Sound, HB Audio,  
du Maurier Productions, Kits Browning, David Willmore, Ann Willmore,  

Revd Shona Hoad, Merisa MacInnes, Celia Albut, Dina Price, Louise Kidd. 

Also, many thanks to all those who are opening their gardens  
for the Secret Gardens, May 25th and 26th.

YOUNG WRITERS' & ARTISTS' COMPETITION 2026

Competition Coordinator: Angela Palin 
Judges: Fowey River Gallery owner, Mandi Dellow,  

artists, writers, poets and teachers

ADULT SHORT STORY WRITING COMPETITION 2026

Competition Coordinators: Lesley McCartney and Gwen McGirl 
Guest Judges: Veronica Henry and Jennie Godfrey

01726 624900
info@sapc.co.uk

sapc.co.uk

Your 
friendly 
printing 
experts

From a single sheet of 
photocopying, to business 
cards, leaflets, booklets, 
posters, greeting cards, 
fulfi lment and more.

We off er printing & friendly 
advice on your doorstep. 
Just park up and pop in!

See what 
we can print 
for you
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The du Maurier Festival Society is a registered charity, No: 1143916

If you would like to donate to the Festival,  
please scan the QR code.

YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED



Office tel: 01726 833573  |  Email: office@rfyc-fowey.org.uk
For full details please visit the RFYC website rfyc-fowey.org.uk

PROUD TO HOST

The Festival Café

• Morning Coffee

• Lunch and Afternoon Tea

• Pre and Post Event Suppers
 
Waterstones Festival Book Shop

Festival Box Office
 
EVENT TICKETS AVAILABLE  
FROM MAY 2ND-9TH

ROYAL  FOWEY  YACHT  CLUB
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TRANSFORMING 
SPACES WITH EXPERT 

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Instagram: @renobuildltd
Email: admin@renobuildltd.co.uk

Phone: 07309 919809

 



The Board of Trustees

Elizabeth Shaw Elizabeth WallDelphine Barnes Yvette Gamble Lynn GooldKatie Bennett

Chair

Paula Pearson

Festival Director

Brenda Daly

Meet The Team
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We are a commercially minded and dynamic law firm who 
provide both commercial and private clients with an 
efficient and cost effective service. 
 
We aim to provide expert legal advice in the areas of Commercial 
Property, Residential Conveyancing, Civil and Commercial Litigation, 
Family and Matrimonial law and Wills, Probate & Trusts.  
 
We combine expert legal knowledge with a personal, approachable 
service. Serving individuals, families and businesses, we pride 
ourselves on delivering clear advice, practical solutions and strong 
representation.  
 
 
Quayside House 
Newham Road 
Truro 
TR1 2DP 
 
 
01872 263813 
 

Bayview House  
St. Austell Enterprise 
Park Treverbyn Road 
St Austell  
PL25 5PX 
 
01726 67660 
 

25 Cliff Road 
Newquay 
TR7 2NE 
 
 
 
01637 818415 

info@charlesfrench.co.uk  
 

www.charlesfrench.co.uk  

 

 

 

Commercial Property 

____ 

Residential Property 

____ 

Dispute Resolution 

____ 

Wills, Probate  
and Trusts 

____ 
 

Family, Separation  
and Divorce 
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Mindfulness
Tools

Beautifully crafted
to help you

reconnect with
yourself and the

present moment. 

Meditation
& Yoga

Essentials
Support

your
journey to
inner calm.

Ethically
Sourced
Crystals

Hand-selected
for their unique

energy and
beauty.

DISCOVER YOUR CALM IN THE HEART OF FOWEY

Step into Calm Tides, a
welcoming Mindfulness shop,

providing ethically sourced
crystals, mindful products
and meditation and yoga

essentials.

calmtides.co.uk 
07825 294725 
enquiries@calmtides.co.uk 
14 Lostwithiel Street, Fowey, Cornwall
PL23 1BD



BORN OF
 THE COAST

BEYOND
THE USUAL
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